
Implementation of CITES at 
national level in Denmark



Legislation

• Text of the Convention and resolutions
• Council Regulation and Commission

regulations
• National legislation



National legislation

• Statutory order
– Defining the responsibility between the

different agencies
– Defining points of entry and exit

– Making it possible to prosecute violations of
the Regulations



Danish authorities

• The National Forest and Nature Agency
(Ministry of Environment)

• The Danish Plant Directorate (Ministry of
Food, Agriculture and Fisheries)

• Customs
• Police 



• The National Forest
and Nature Agency
– Live animals, parts 

and derivatives, 
– Timber

• The Plant Directorate
– Live plants



The Danish Forest and Nature 
Agency

Staff:
– 2 biologists

– 6 students from university (3500 hours yearly)
– 1 part time assistent (15 hours weekly)

– 1 part time legal advicer



Main tasks

• Issuance of permits/handling applications
• Information 
• Inspections (airport, petshops, 

taxidermists, etc.)
• Correspondance with other authorities

(national and international)
• Meetings (national, EU, international)
• Training



Permits

Certificates (inter-EU trade): 
2002: 584
2003: 707
2004: 789
2005: 906
2006: 1500
2007: 1306



Permits

Importpermits
2002: 661

2003: 939
2004: 974

2005: 819
2006: 750

2007: 1031



Permits

Export permits
2002: 433

2003: 333
2004: 303

2005: 220
2006: 262

2007: 197



Permits

Re-export permits
2002: 211

2003: 110
2004:  96

2005: 171
2006: 180

2007: 222



Electronic permitting

ACCESS Database













Cooperation

Customs
– MoU

– Annual meeting
– Training

– Weekly contact with personel in CPH Airport
(telephone/mail)

Important to have a close relationship to 
keypersons



Cooperation

Airport
• Border/passenger control
• Mail
• Freight

Different teams – different control – different
offences – different tasks



Cooperation

Police
• Contact with enforcement unit and also

with procecuting unit
• Good cooperation with the units in CPH
• Could be improved in other parts of

Denmark



Cooperation

• Police have the power to ransac/search
• Police have the power to confiscate/hold 

back illegal effects
• Police have the power to 

prosecute/fine/arrest

The Danish Forest and Nature Agency do 
not have this power.



Cooperation

Other agencies:
• The Danish Veterinary and Food

Administration:
Mainly live animals but also caviar and 
meat-products

• The Danish Medicines Agency:
TAM



Infractions

Souvenirs/gifts
Internet-shopping

Hunting throphies
Commercial imports



Infractions

5005255508401687Specimens

75718574155Reported to 
the police

20062005200420032002



Maj F. Munk

The Danish Forest and Nature Agency
Haraldsgade 53

DK-2100 Ø
Denmark

+45 72 54 24 28
mfm@sns


